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Peking and seriously jeopardize Britain's naval and com-
mercial predominance in the Far East. The English Press
was clamoring to. know how the Cabinet would stop
Russia.
mr. chamberlain's alliance proposals to germany,
1898-1901
Under these circumstances the British first turned to
Russia. On January 19,1898, they proposed to the Tsar an
entente which should put an end to all the long-standing
sources of friction between the Bear and the Lion. The
idea was to harmonize British and Russian policy in the two
decaying empires of China and Turkey, instead of being
constantly opposed. What Lord Salisbury secretly sug-
gested to Russia in regard to China and Turkey was "no
partition of territory, but only a partition of preponderance"
of political influence.44* But the Tsar and his shifty am-
bitious Ministers did not receive the proposal in a way to
inspire confidence or to encourage the British to proceed
with it. Instead, Russia secured the lease of Port Arthur,
and the British made a counter-move by doing likewise in
regard to Wei-hai-Wei. Thereupon Mr. Joseph Chamber-
lain, the British Colonial Secretary, was allowed to try his
hand at making an alliance with Germany.
On March 29, 1898, while Lord Salisbury was absent in
France for his health, Count Hatzfeldt, the German Am-
bassador in London, was asked to dinner with Mr. Cham-
berlain at Alfred Rothschild's house. Chamberlain there
declared quite frankly that England had decided to abandon
her isolation policy. England and Germany, he admitted,
had many petty points of friction in colonial matters, but
no great fundamentally opposing interests. He therefore
44a Salisbury to O'Conor, Jan. 25, 1898; British Documents on the
Origins of the War, 1914-1918 (London, 1927), I, p. 8. The story of this
British offer to Eussia was first revealed in detail, ibid., pp. 5-41, though
the Kaiser got an inkling of it from the Tsar (see below, at note 60).

